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T E BRI RE P 2 T RE 8 aiE | (fragmentary
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FHEERHVRIERE - Hf - e NEREEEHFEAE I - #ttcF
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B IRt R E B S IEE EE (a practical or functional form of
truth) - IFEEHYEE (an absolute truth) (Kovach & Rosenstiel,
2001:42) -

AT - MR E SRS T HE ) EE (CUE) EARE
o 25 TEEW ) I —ERZ B REN R REENEE - TH
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A WHEILES B AV E Ef#E:E (Corner, 1995 ; Beattie, 2004 ;
Wojcieszak, 2009) - ARRFLEH  ZahEEE T EETEEE (O
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True or Fake: Audience
Perspectives on the Truthfulness of
Animated News

Ching-Chih Chiang"

Abstract

By conducting 40 in-depth interviews with viewers who had been
asked to watch animated news, produced by the NMA (Next Media
Animation), this study explored audience definitions of news as well as
their evaluations and expectations regarding the truthfulness of animated
news. The results indicated that viewers tended to interpret animated news
and evaluate its truthfulness based on common sense, personal experiences,
news organization, intertextuality, news types, and source authority, rather
than the animations themselves. Moreover, with the exception of a specific
group who expressed favorable opinions regarding animated news, most
viewers paid little attention to these animations. The majority of audiences
perceive the aim of news animations to be entertainment, symbolism, and
emphasis. Animation used in news is considered a type of re-enactment or
simulation of the oral narration generated by a voice over. Moreover,
animation is expected to convey sensory or technological truth rather than
empirical truth.

Keywords: animated news, empirical truth, modality, news truthfulness,
sensory truth, technological truth

" Ching-Chih Chiang is Professor at the Department of Journalism, National Chengchi
University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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